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After the wettest February on record, apparently it is now the sunniest ever April in 

Cumbria, even with the cloud of the last few days. The scientists are already saying 

it is shaping up to be the hottest year the world has had since records began. The 

message that the coronavirus crisis gives me, is that staying in the present is the 

most effective way of coping with anxieties such as these, and I find that this is a 

silver lining. Having less distractions, loosing the feeling that I can be somewhere 

else, means that I pay more attention to where I am, with the bees and in the garden 

for example, and thus get more from doing so. I'm not looking forward to having all 

the distractions again. I've noticed a few bees walking on the floor so have been able 

to treat. I've noticed maintenance that needs doing so have been able to scrape and 

paint. I've had more time to sit and watch, and notice the big bumble bees trying to 

enter, and then the wasps who have to be happy taking wood off the hive supports as 

they can't get into the stores. I've noticed my strong hive, I've noticed my weak hive 

and have been thinking of actions I might take. I've noticed the bees real need for 

water out of the pond and how little surface water there is on limestone during a dry 

period. I've noticed the tadpoles and bees lining up on different sides of the water's 

edge and it makes me smile. Two life forms that have evolved so differently, 

millimetres apart. To help my understanding of being in the present, I have been 

reading a Buddhist book called, very uninspiringly, 'Being Nobody, Going Nowhere' 

by Ayya Khema. I'd thoroughly recommend it if the idea appeals to you. 

 



The Problem of Keeping Hive Records 

I have tried various ways to keep colony records. The 

more hives you have, the harder it gets. Notebooks and 

pads of paper proved pretty useless to me - I am not 

disciplined or organised enough. I had a look at phone 

apps, and also other people’s versions of printed 

checkbox lists, which were often too detailed. None 

suited me. 

I then started to scribble notes on the hive roofs. I use a 

‘sharpie’ pen, which does fade a bit over time. The notes 

are then where you need them when you need them. 

This works well, until you run out of space. The nucs in 

particular have limited scribble room. A quick 

once over the lid with paint and a 4” roller in 

early spring cleans things up though, ready to 

start again. Last year’s now faded notes, ready 

for a repaint... I have now moved on to info 

sheets which are just ordinary A4 printer paper, 

put through the office laminator. These are 

slightly more flexible, as they can move with the 

colony, rather than be permanently tied to a 

particular box. This is useful, for example, when 

a nuc is moved on into a full hive. These live on 

top of 

the boxes so I can see what is going on before lifting the 

lid. Scribbled notes... One of my most useful memory 

aides before inspections though is the brick I use to weigh 

the lids down. This can be orientated several different 

ways - vertically, horizontally, on edge, on end, etc. I can 

then look down the hives and see at a glance which might 

need special attention and which might need none. Right 

now, I have them indicating strong and weak colonies. 

Later in the season, the bricks might indicate the stage they 

are at in my swarm control process, or need for another 

super, or whatever. Lets hope for warm days ahead, filled 

with the buzz of busy bees bringing the nectar home…. Chris   
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Thanks to all those who 

have sent in contributions 

for this edition: Granville, 

Chris, Julia, Pat, Jonny, 

Karen/Jacqui, and Rob. 

Just hope that they all fit 

in! 

 

 
 

Good Value! 

I’ve been cleaning out my 

shed. My collections of 

cappings and old comb bits 

have been converted to a 

nice cake of wax and 

everything else sorted and 

tidied. I came across this 

old receipt from my first 

days of beekeeping: 

Malcolm Walker was a 

very active member of 

KSWBKA and was very 

willing to help to me as a 

beginner. Thornes flat 

supers now come in at 

£53.50 each with frames 

and foundation, so £107 

for the pair! Over 3 times 

the price I paid, but 

probably still very good 

value. Granville TW 

Stories from the Past. 

Jonny found this fascinating article cut out from the Westmorland Gazette in the 

suitcase full of papers that Judith handed on to him when he took over as secretary. 

As I have got older, I realise just how underrated history is. At school it generally 

went over my head. 1854.....no cars, no electricity, no tarmac. ... some task if what 

you are stealing is in Lambrigg, and you live in Kendal, and you have to go at night 

time. Thomas Atkinson took it on himself to take what wasn't his. PC Latham saw 

him come into town 'late at night' and used his intuition and wits to make an arrest. 

No police college training/torch/ street lighting/health and safety course/tazer gun to 

back him up : )  Bring back Dixon of Dock Green! Thanks Jonny 
 



Shortly before lockdown, Jonny organised a social at Carus Green golf club. About 

20 of us were there. Helped by a negotiated price, the meal was excellent, and those 

around both ends of a long thin table got to know each other better. We talked about 

a lot more than bees. When I give up beekeeping, I thought, I would keep hold of a 

smoker for example, so that I have a good excuse to continue going to these events. 

 
 

 
 



Learn to love your wasps 

Let’s be honest – wasps are not a beekeeper’s 

(anyone's?!) favourite creature! There must be 

a whole industry devoted to developing 

technology and gismos to ‘deal with them’ in 

the vicinity of beehives. Which is a shame, 

because what we lump together as ‘wasps’ are 

a crucial element of our wild invertebrate 

community which plays a vital role in 

invertebrate population control as top predators 

in the natural scheme of things. There are 

some 9000 species of wasp in Britain and 

together with ants and of course bees, they are 

part of the huge Hymenoptera group of 

insects.  Through a number of mechanisms 

ranging from parasitism to direct predation 

and even to ‘farming’, these insects keep a lid 

on many other species of invertebrates getting 

the upper hand in a balanced natural 

environment. 

However, what we all think of when we 

think ‘wasps’ are the larger yellow and black 

stripy ones with a sharp end! These are the  

Social Wasps, which have a complex social 

structure remarkably similar to honeybees, 

with a queen establishing a fantastic paper nest 

and populating this with females early in the 

summer, with males coming along later in the 

season. The exception is the cuckoo wasp 

which has no females but lays her eggs in 

other wasps’ nests! A major difference from 

honeybees is that social wasps feed their young 

not on nectar or pollen but on other insects 

gathered from the environment. Another 

difference is that the colony breaks up in the 

autumn, with only the mated queens surviving 

to hibernate until the following Spring. 

In Britain there are currently seven species of 

social wasp plus one species of cuckoo wasp, all 

of which are black and yellow striped and are 

very similar to each other. The best way to tell 

social wasp species apart is to have a very close 

look at their faces where there are subtle pattern differences. In addition, there is 

also the much larger European Hornet which is a declining species that really needs 

our care. 



Pat has been sent a request to encourage us once again to participate in the COLOSS 

survey which monitors winter losses of hives. Clicking on the following link shows how 

valuable our help can be. Thanks. https://www.bee-survey.com/index.php/958611 

 
 

 

Unfortunately, there is also a distinct possibility 

of the totally alien Asian Hornet becoming part 

of the British wasp scene in the next few years. 

This is a voracious predator of all insects and 

will be a real game changer, not just for 

honeybees but for all our native wasps as well. 

So spare a kind thought for our wasps. They are 

only attracted to hives because of the super 

abundance of what they feel is perfectly 

legitimate food, so a little patience and tolerance of these fascinating creatures 

cannot go amiss. Rob   

Photo 1 Red wasp Vespula rufa  

Photo 2 European hornet Vespa crabro  

Photo 3 Tree wasp face Dolichovespula  

Photo 4 German wasp face Vespula germanica sylvestris 

Photo 5 Common wasp Vespula vulgaris  

http://www.bee-survey.com/index.php/958611


Meetings Update!  All postponed due COVID-19 pandemic regulations 

The New School 'Entrance'. 

Beekeeping at school just doesn't seem the same without our children. We miss their 

curiosity, their questions, their never-ending enthusiasm and good humour. We can't 

wait for them to return so that they can see the new apiary and their bees. 

One thing this coronavirus has given us at The Bee Team is a bit of thinking time: 

time to try something new and see what happens. As a result, we are running one 

hive with 3 'intrances' and have just moved a newly combined colony into a long 

hive. The 'intrances' were a gift from BeeSpaceX (we follow each other on Twitter). 

If you looked at the hive you would see 3 round holes about the size of 10p pieces 

which are positioned in the centre of the front panel of the brood box. However, the 

intrance itself is a plastic cover, screwed to the inside of the hive, through the hole, 

which allows the bees access via a bottom opening slit, rather than the full 'hole' 

which helps them defend the hive. 

The idea being that in the wild, 

bees enter their colonies through  

small holes which are very easy for 

them to defend, against wax moth 

and wasps, and one colony could 

have several entrances. They may 

build a propolis barrier on the 

inside, if the entrance is exposed, 

to deflect the wind, and for colony 

defence. Also, you would see that 

there is an Intrance into the super 

which allows foragers direct access without having to 'go through' the brood box on 

their return to the hive. BeeSpacex also recommended the hive be placed on a solid 

floor - they reckon we would see changes in laying rate, placement of eggs and 

development of nest. They also suggested that these bees would potentially not 

swarm as often. However, we did not quite understand the rationale behind a solid 

floor and instead stuck with the ventilated floor. We watched them for about 15 mins 

the other day and it does seem more 'ordered' at the entrance to the brood nest and 

the foragers are using the super directly... whether all that is good, it is too early to 

tell! Then there’s our new long hive! It is a beautifully made product from Green 

Earth Hives(Hyde Hives). It will be great for the children to use as instead of 

building upwards with additional supers (and creating tall towers which are difficult 

to reach) the bees can move across into other chambers. Furthermore there are 2 

entrances so you can run 2 colonies from one hive. A lovely touch as well is that the 

crown boards are made from clear perspex providing a glimpse into the hive without 

the need to open up the bees. Karen and Jacqui 

 



Bees Abroad Charity’s 21st Birthday 

The Bees Abroad Charity is 21 years old this year. Back in 1998 in a corner of 

Wales, a small group of experienced beekeepers who had some knowledge of 

beekeeping in Cameroon and Nepal had a meeting to discuss ways in which 

beekeeping in the developing world could be used to alleviate poverty. In April 1999 

Bees Abroad was registered by the Charity Commission and since then over 100 

projects have been carried out in different countries, which have improved the lives 

of about 50,000 people. All our 

project managers are volunteers. 

I was fortunate to be able to 

accompany one of the project 

managers, Venetia Rist, to Uganda in 

February 2019 to review progress of 

a project with groups of beekeepers 

in villages near to Kabale in the 

South West  of Uganda and also in 

the more remote Bwindi district near 

the border with the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo. This is a 

mountainous region where the 

gorillas live in the high forests (in the 

mist). Before the advent of mass 

tourism, the gorillas lived alongside 

hunter gatherers, who belonged to 

tribes of pygmy people – the Batwa. 

Part of their traditional way of life 

was stealing honey from bees living 

in hollow trees. When tourists 

arrived in numbers, the Ugandan 

government ejected the Batwa from 

their home and moved them to various settlements where they were provided with 

small plots of land. They had no tradition of farming or keeping livestock and so a 

program has been developed to teach various skills – including beekeeping. Bees 

Abroad has provided KTBs (Kenya Topbar hives), some basic equipment and 

tuition, and the project is progressing well with a local co-ordinator who is now an 

excellent beekeeper. He visits the various groups regularly and also provides them 

with an outlet where honey and hive products can be sold to tourists. One product 

which sells particularly well is poured candles in the shape of gorillas. Venetia had 

taken gorilla candle moulds on her previous visit and taught candle making as part of 

a hive product workshop. Please visit beesabroad.org.uk for donations and purchases 

from the online shop to support our work. Sally   

 
Best wishes to everyone in 'lockdown'. Let’s hope we come out of this and 

make changes for the better.......for us and the bees. Phil   


