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K&SWBKA Meetings 2019 – 2020   

 

Tuesday 12 November 2019 Honey Show with a talk by Andy Tebay, beekeeper from 

Barrow-in-Furness Island. He will tell us about the Rose Hive method of beekeeping on 

Walney. 

Venue: Abbot Hall Social Centre – doors open to stage exhibits at 7pm 

Wednesday 4 December 2019 Jacobs Join and Christmas social evening. 

Please bring food to share following beekeeper and magician Stuart Bowie’s talk ‘How did you do 

that?’ http://www.strolling-magician.co.uk/ . There are good kitchen facilities at the hall so if you 

want to bring food that needs warming in the oven we can do that. There is plenty of parking space. 

Venue: Brigsteer Village Hall. Doors open at 7pm to help set up the hall. Stuart’s talk will start at 

7.30pm. 

Tuesday 14 January 2020 AGM preceded by a presentation by Heron Hill Bee Club 

members about their trip to London to receive their ‘Bees’ Needs’ Green Champions Award. 

Venue: Abbot Hall Social Centre 7.30pm 

http://www.strolling-magician.co.uk/
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Notes from a travelling beekeeper 

I am currently travelling in a northern 

region of India called Sikkim. It shares 

borders with Tibet, Bhutan and Nepal. 

We are on a cycling expedition from 

Gangtok to Darjiling and today we find 

ourselves in Yuksom the ancient capital 

city of this once independent kingdom. 

We have been wandering through the 

village and amongst the vibrant gardens 

full of flowers and vegetables we came 

across this currently unoccupied 

beehive. It’s an interesting model 

clearly developed for the needs of this region and not one that I’ve seen for sale in 

the Thornes catalogues. Alison C 



The Bee Team go to University!  The Heron Hill Bee Team really love their bees. 

In fact, the whole school continues to be 'bonkers about our bees!' But they are only 

one species amongst over 250 solitary and bumblebees, and we spend a lot of time at 

school educating the children in the Bee Team about other vital pollinators. 

Arguably, honey bees 'don't need saving' in the same way, as they have us looking 

after them! However, populations of bumble & solitary bees can really struggle 

competing for forage, habitat, the effects of pesticides etc. So, a group of children 

from The Bee Team are now working alongside Lancaster University on a piece of 

research to look into 'pollinators and pollen sources,' comparing the Heron Hill Site 

and the Lancaster University Eco Hubb. Dr Phillip Donkersley, a PhD Research 

Fellow in Entomology along with Dr Nadia Mazza who is the Chairperson of 

Lancaster University Beekeepers are overseeing the project. Both sites have 6 

colonies of honey bees, and a similar layout, but are different in topography, weather 

and surrounding forage. What will that make a difference to our findings? We have 

already started collecting data, with the children visiting the Eco Hub, (luckily on a 

beautifully warm September day fuelled by biscuits). We divided the site into 2m 

squares, identifying 3 areas to watch, count, and identify the flying visitors, & most 

importantly WHAT they are visiting! We have 

mapped 3 similar areas at Heron Hill, and again were 

very lucky to have a sunny day for our counting. 

(There is a whole 'other' article about the challenges 

of getting children to concentrate intently for 10 

minutes staring at one spot!) Over the next 10 

months, we will visit and map the sites to compare 

both pollen sources and pollinators. Already the study 

has thrown up interesting questions for the children: 

'Why aren't we seeing our bees? Why are the Hover 

Flies only staying a couple of seconds on each 

flower? Why are the Bumblebees hovering, but not 

landing on the flowers?' We hope the 'study' will 

show those children who may not have ever 

considered that University was for them, that 

actually, they have something to contribute. In a time when the majority of children 

can't identify an oak tree, a hawthorn or a dandelion, we hope it will also teach them 

about our native plants, (especially those important to bees), and enable them to 

identify other pollinators and learn their part in the ecosystem. The whole of Year 5 

are helping with weather data collection, so hopefully, more children than the bee 

team will gain knowledge and appreciation of the natural world. Above all, Karen 

and I hope it will provide a clear correlation for them on 'what is going on in the 

hive' throughout the season and why. 

In July 2020 the children will be 'presenting their findings and recommendations' 

hopefully that will include 'which plants & trees should we be planting for 

pollinators' backed up by their own research. There is lots of work to do before then, 

but it will be great to present our findings next year. Watch this space! Jacqui C 



‘Bee Ed’ have two dates for courses they will be running next year, 2020 : 

14th  March – Intermediate Beekeeping (for those who have kept bees for at least a year). 

May 15th/16th/17th – Introducing Beekeeping. Course details : www.BeeEd.org.uk 

 

 

 

Many thanks to those who contributed to this edition of the PW: Julia, Andy, 

Jacqui, Ken, Alison and Rob. 

http://www.beeed.org.uk/


Fondant update. There was a lot of interest in the bulk buy of fondant after the 

wholesalers in Kendal closed. 50 boxes (630kg) were ordered by over 20 members. 

They were all collected quickly. I will organise another shipment again if there is the 

same interest. Ken 

 
 

 

 

Asian hornet traps. 

I read with interest an article by Andrew Durham in the BBKA magazine about 

trapping Asian hornets. This showed various traps that claimed to catch Asian 

hornets only and allow other insects to escape. I liked the look of his suggested 

design for one that included some patented funnels (Jabeprode, that is, Jaffre Bee 

PROtection DEvice) by Denis Jaffre who had won a gold award in France for these. 

Andrew's design used a national brood box with the panel under the locking bars 

replaced with a chopped down plastic queen excluder holding the funnel's, a varroa 

mesh on the floor and a closed off eke under the mesh to hold the bait. I tried to 

obtain a few funnel's but initially they were only supplying packs of 50 pairs, finally 

some 6 months later I have managed to get a few pairs and using some scrap timber 

etc. I have made a couple of traps as shown in the photos. 

I hope this is of interest to members but that it will be some time before they need to 

be deployed. However, after listening to our guest speakers analysis at the last 

meeting this might be sooner rather than later. Ken A 



There’s more to bees than honey and wax! Everybody loves honeybees and 

bumblebees, but these represent only about 10% of the numbers of bee species 

found in the UK. Many of these other species are social, many are solitary, and a 

good number are ‘cuckoo’ species that lay their eggs in other bees’ nests! Some 

species are nice and common while some are extremely rare; some are quite easy to 

identify, some almost impossible! Thankfully there are many of the relatively ‘easy’ 

species for the enthusiast to look out for, without recourse to catching, killing and 

studying bee private parts under a microscope! All you need is to be in the right 

place at the right time, have a little patience, and get your camera ready - even a 

quick snap can capture essential features that aid 

identification. Two of my favourite bees are the 

reasonably common Ashy Mining Bee Andrena 

cineraria and the very rare Wall Mason Bee Osmia 

parietina. I saw my first Ashy Mining Bee in my 

garden a couple of years ago, but it flew off before I 

could get that important confirmatory photograph! 

Thankfully several appeared again this year, attracted 

by the flowering cotoneaster outside our back door, and 

a few minutes of waiting allowed me to get photos that 

were good enough to have the record verified by 

BWARS experts. This is one of the easier mining bees 

to identify, with its characteristic grey and black 

banding on the thorax. It can nest in large aggregations where conditions are right, 

commonly south-facing slopes where the vegetation is close-cropped or there is bare 

ground. The Wall Mason Bee is something else entirely, being extremely rare and 

virtually restricted in the UK to the Morecambe Bay area where it nests in fissures 

and broken rocks of the limestone pavements. Although it is distinctive with a 

tawny-haired thorax and shiny black 

abdomen and with a characteristic high- 

pitched buzz, it is rather difficult to find. It 

also has an uncanny ability of instantly 

disappearing in front of your eyes once you 

have spotted it! I had the great privilege of 

being taught how to look for this elusive 

species by Neil Robinson, who found this 

species in several locations in its North- 

west England heartland and studied its 

ecology at Gait Barrows National Nature Reserve. The bee flies for a short period in 

early summer, timed to coincide with the flowering of bird’s-foot trefoil Lotus 

corniculatus which the bee uses as its prime source of pollen. The best way to find 

this bee is to locate a patch of flowering bird’s-foot trefoil and wait….and wait! You 

may be lucky to spot this tiny bee land on one of the flowers where it bends the 

petals back with its hind legs to get its head deep into the flower. Be quick if you 

you ant a photo want a photo – it will disappear as quickly as it arrived! Rob PJ 



Build on your Beekeeping Knowledge in 2020. Lots of our members have taken 

the BBKA Basic Assessment & in 2019 some of us took the next practical 

assessment – the Honeybee Health Certificate (this one was a bit of a voyage of 

discovery because none of us really knew what this new assessment would consist 

of). For anyone who is interested there are other practical assessments and for the 

very keen there are written module exams https://www.bbka.org.uk/exams-and- 

assessments-of-the-bbka . Once Christmas is over and we are just into the New Year 

we will start evening meetings for those wanting to take any of the assessments. It is 

quite tight fitting the meetings in partly because I have always run the tutorial 

sessions on Tuesday evenings so we end up skipping the K&SW BKA Tuesday 

meeting evenings and so on. I would like to try a Wednesday or Thursday plan this 

year so we can get through before I start the bee inspecting season and the light 

evenings come along when everyone has better things to do. In 2019 we alternated 

the Basic Assessment sessions and the HB Health sessions so the two groups met on 

alternate weeks for 4 sessions each. We then did some practical sessions in the early 

summer. We also have members of K&SWBKA coming along to the evenings when 

they just wanted to join in and improve their beekeeping knowledge but do not want 

to take the assessments; the age range has spanned under 10 years old to over 70. We 

eat cake, drink tea and enjoy each other’s company. Please let Julia julia@bcs.org 

know if you are interesting in joining in in 2020, I suggest we discuss the evenings 

at a meeting and fix some dates. There are details of the assessments if you follow 

the link above into the BBKA website or just come along to build on your 

beekeeping knowledge. Julia Hoggard Education and Exam Secretary. 
 

Crosthwaite School ..... the future of 

beekeeping. See article below. 
 

http://www.bbka.org.uk/exams-and-
mailto:julia@bcs.org


Beekeeping in a Primary School … How Difficult Could It Be?’ 

“Look after the school apiary,” they suggested, “it’ll be a great help.” I was looking 

for an opportunity to accelerate my level of experience and it wasn’t too far from 

home. They had no on-site beekeeper as such. In following conversations there were 

comments such as “It’ll be fun!” and “I mean, how difficult could it be?”, obviously 

with the success of the Heron Hill bee club in mind. That was over eighteen months 

ago now, and it has been a world of fun despite the obvious misgivings. My 

previous teaching experience had been restricted to very focused, adult 

professionals – the complete opposite to this seven-to-eleven year-old audience, and 

given that we are talking about a non-essential, after-school activity rather than 

career-vital training, I was in deep water. So, with a projected low workload 

professionally, I dived in. 

Having universally supportive parents, head teacher, and school staff has made this 

adventure a pleasure in itself however, and as we enter the third year of Bee Club at 

Crosthwaite Primary it is always a delight to see previous members returning each 

year. We must be doing something right because, despite being very adamant that 

ten members should be the maximum number, it’s thirteen again this year. Safety-

wise, apart from the obvious risk-assessment challenge, things have actually gone 

pretty smoothly. There have been two stings in two summers’ worth of inspections – 

both of which the children involved handled really well. Managing classroom 

sessions with sticky, messy and darn-right scary items such as wax, honey, hammers 

and nails means that one requires extra eyes in the back of your head. Naturally 

these things can bring extraordinary opportunities to the little ones. On one occasion 

for example, there were two members inspecting the hive with minimal instruction 

from me, good support from the tool carrier, and the rest watching and correctly 

answering questions about the inspection. The bees were behaving and the sun was 

shining. How perfect…until I looked around and saw our assigned smoker-carrier 

bent over with his head down, filling his veiled hood with copious volumes of thick 

smoke! Fortunately I was able to help him remove it from him quickly! 

So there are now four healthy colonies settling down for the Winter as well as an 

observation hive in a top floor classroom. This observation hive is a boon for 

teaching bee-knowledge on rainy and cold days. Also, there is a Bee Club shed with 

an outside classroom area. Everyone has their own suit and there’s two complete 

apiary tool kits. Each individual member has actively handled the bees, made 

frames, produced honey, moulded wax and several have also done mini-projects in 

conjunction with the school’s curriculum. Those less academically inclined have 

shone as beekeepers, and I deliberately allow questioning to wander into the broader 

subjects of zoology, botany and environmental issues. It is very time-consuming 

however and there are moments when I think ‘why-am-I-doing-this?!’ However, the 

gratitude I get from the parents as well as the appreciation and enthusiasm I receive 

from the young beekeepers, is all the reward needed. It has been a fantastic 

experience. Perhaps someday when I am long gone, one of the old club members 

will replace me. Andy B 

You can see the latest activities by visiting the website BLOG at : 

www.kendalbeekeepers.com/crosthwaite-primary-school-bee-club  

http://www.kendalbeekeepers.com/crosthwaite-primary-school-bee-club

