
 

 

 

 

Preveiling Wind Spring 2019 

Newsletter of the Kendal and South Westmorland 

Beekeepers Association 
I found myself in the Unitarian chapel again, this time listening to a Polish man aged 

about 30 leading a service about Lent. He told us that he had been brought up as a 

Catholic, but in his early teen years started to think that most of the bible teachings 

were metaphorical and began to argue with the priests ....... and became a Unitarian 

instead. So thus with good humour, and a Polish accent, each time he referred to 

passages of time he used the phrase ‘donkeys years’. Hence he told us how Jesus 

went into the wilderness not for 40 days and 40 nights, but for ‘donkeys years’. So 

when I set off on a fabulous spring morning travelling from Kendal to Windermere 

on foot and started the stopwatch, I began to realise that at 61, I should be measuring 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
my journey in ‘donkey’s years’ rather than the hours and minutes I might have taken 

at 31. At this pace of course I was able to take in the forage available to the bees. 

Perhaps even watch it grow. Gamblemire Lane had some lovely wild flowers in the 

hedges ..... wood anemones, violets, daffodils, primrose. I then dropped into valley 

bottoms with verdant trees and gardens. Parts of the Lyth valley however, even on 

such a splendid morning, are still being gently trashed by many years of sheep 

farming. Lots of slurry on the fields and hedges in serious decay. Signs of this occur 

early on, but there is a middle section on the route which really merits the ‘wildlife 

not welcome here’ sign. However, there is a lovely cherry tree in the midst, holding 

out, which I photographed. It has fallen in its old age, and yet is managing to 

regenerate by turning horizontal branches into upright stems, sending out fresh 



Upcoming Apiary Meetings – 2.30pm 

May 12th  Heron Hill Primary School……..Golden Rules talk. Kendal LA9 7JH 

June 15th  Heather Bank....…...Disease Inspection talk. Brigsteer LA8 8AS 

July 14th  Crosthwaite School….Queen location talk. Crosthwaite  LA8 8HT 

 

 

 

 

growth from a weary base. It can thus still yield flowers to be pollinated by the bees 

from which it can produce seed for regeneration….if it weren’t for the sheep. I 

passed on, and after what seemed like more ‘donkeys years’ began to drop into 

Windermere and came across colourful scenes again. The second picture shows a 

blackthorn in front of a sycamore, full of what our insects need. 

I was of course ruminating the whole way, and the Polish man came into my mind 

again. A lot of the EU debate has been centred around movement of people which 

some of us want to stop. Well, apart from the carers...the agricultural workers ….. 

the NHS contingent…..the retail staff….etc To this list, I would like to add ‘anyone 

Polish who has decided to share their wisdom’. That one man, who I listened to for 

an hour, changed my perception of the whole Polish nation. Surely, like the bees, we 

are all better off together? P W 



Beekeeping Manipulations When You Can’t Find the Queen 

If, like me, you have difficulty finding the queen, but can see eggs and small larvae 

in the brood cells, you can still carry out procedures, such as Artificial Swarms and 

Bailey Comb Changes quite successfully, providing you handle your colonies 

carefully. 

To undertake an Artificial Swarm, I firstly look through the brood frames, in the 

hope of finding the queen. If I fail to do so, I proceed as follows. I move the hive to 

one side and set up an Artificial Swarm hive in its place. Initially, from the bottom, I 

need a clean floor, a queen excluder, a brood box containing clean frames and 

foundation and finally an empty super on top. Then I take each frame out of the 

original brood box and carefully brush the bees into the super. If there are no queen 

cells on a frame, the bees can be shaken off. As each brood frame is cleared of bees, 

I put it in an empty brood box, but cleared frames can alternatively be stacked 

elsewhere and then returned to the original brood box after all the frames have been 

removed. It’s not necessary to remove all the workers from the original brood 

frames, only to be sure that the queen isn’t still clinging on to a frame. 

I then smoke the bees remaining in the super down into the new brood box, before 

removing the super and replacing it with a second queen excluder. Finally I place the 

brood box containing the old frames on top of that queen excluder, close the hive up 

and go and have a cup of tea. While I’m away, the hive bees move back onto the old 

brood frames, but the queen cannot go with them. When I return, after about half an 

hour, I move the old brood box back onto the old floor, put a queen excluder on top, 

plus any supers, close up that hive and move it to a different location in the apiary. 

I’ll select a preferred queen cell later. Any foraging bees in the old brood box will, 

after their next flight, return to the Artificial Swarm hive. Before closing up that 

hive, I remove the queen excluder on top of the brood box and replace it with a bulk 

feeder. After a week or so, I check for eggs in the cells on the newly drawn frames 

before removing the queen excluder under the brood box to allow the drones to 

escape. 

A Bailey Comb Change can be performed in a similar way. I’ll describe my 

technique for achieving that objective, again without seeing the queen, in a later 

issue. D T 
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Footnote: One of the highlights of my beekeeping year so far, was yesterday, 

watching my strongest hive try and come to terms with their entrance being moved 

up by about 25 cms. Wave after wave of loaded workers just refusing to accept this 

change and milling around the closed up bottom entrance. ‘They are clever, but not 

that clever’ I thought. Perhaps a bit like us. Eventually the cool of the evening did 

the trick, and they all gave in and marched up. A second highlight has to be the food 

served at our spring meal in Brigsteer Village hall by Peter Hoggard. 5 star. PW 

Damson Day 2019 

Saturday April 6th – a beautiful and bright ( if chilly day) down in the Lyth Valley – 

perfect for Damson Day. Our ‘bee stall’ looked fabulous – Andy has done a great job 

updating the display boards – 

much more vibrant, very 

informative and visual - a great 

draw to the many visitors we 

chatted to throughout the day. 

Children and adults alike were 

curious about what we had on 

display, from the Edwardian 

observation hive to the smokers 

from down the years, to the drawn 

frames, candles and variety of 

tools and equipment used by us 

beekeepers! Lots and lots of questions and 

conversations with all kinds of people 

from all kinds of places…from 

toddlers to teenagers to octogenarians; 

established bee keepers from Wales to 

budding beekeepers from Liverpool; 

engrossed families from Somerset to 

inspired locals from Milnthorpe. We were 

able to show that beekeeping, and the 

fascinating world of the honeybee, has 

something for everybody. Nobody left us 

without feeling enthused and informed. 

Andy has already noticed a jump in the 

number of ‘hits’ on the KSWBKA 

website. Do please consider 

volunteering for next year’s show, it’s 

very rewarding! Many thanks to Lily, 

Jacqui, Andy and Karen who manned 

the stall all day. Hive suits were worn to 

keep warm as well as to demonstrate the 

kit used! KH 

 

 

 

 

 





Bees in the Med. During a visit to southern Cyprus in early March we were lucky 

enough to be able fit in some walking. Staying with friends who live there for six 

months of the year has the advantage that they know some excellent hiking trails. 

Cyprus has had one of the wettest winters in 30 years and many of the paths have 

suffered major erosion. The weather was unseasonably chilly and we left the UK 

having had some glorious late February sunshine to being back in winter gear. A visit 

to the Troodos mountains had to be cancelled due to late snow. 
 

Here are a few photos of some of 

the amazing spring flowers. It was 

only at the end of the week on our 

last walk that I realised I should 

have been taking more to put in an 

article for the Preveiling Wind. The 

ones here show wild anemone, bee 

orchid, giant fennel and as yet an 

unidentified plant (above). I would 

be grateful if anyone recognises it. 

Beehives were numerous and the 

apiary below left, was on a hilltop 

to the north of Paphos. H P 
 

 

 

 

 
 



Many thanks to the contributors to this edition of the Preveiling Wind…..H, K, A 

and D. Please support those who advertise with us if you are able to. 

Our Website Moves On It’s been a slightly over a year since we adopted the 

current version of our website [www.kendalbeekeepers.com] and in that time it has 

had nearly 2,000 visitors with over 10,000 page visits from over twenty different 

countries. I say, “current version” because in that time there has been a significant 

amount of modification as I get suggestions, corrections, and more importantly 

updates. There are a number of pages that are 

dynamic due to the nature of their information, 

such as the News & Events page, the members 

Events & Diary page and the members Gallery 

page. The members education and training page 

will be the next to get an overhaul, however 

there is currently a wealth of good information 

and useful links on that page. Some dedicated 

folk have spent a good deal of time developing 

notes for various training, not just for those 

planning on taking exams but for general users 

just wanting to get a better understanding of 

how to manage their bees. The problem with a 

lot of social media and internet sites is there is no gauge on how accurate the 

information is whereas we have tried to only use scientifically supported material, 

with sound evidence to support it. There is a recently added page to meet demand, as 

I received quite a few requests via the website mail and from individuals at 

meetings. It is a ‘Beginners’ page designed specifically for those who either are 

planning to keep bees or who have just started. Feedback on this section would be 

most welcome. The News and Events 

would always welcome your input as 

well. There seems to be a dearth of 

events this Summer. I keep KSWBA 

events on the members only Diary as it 

allows us to be more personal, 

avoiding Data Protection Act violation. 

This is true of most of the Members 

section so please keep information 

gleaned there, (especially the photos), 

between fellow members. Thanks. 

Finally, please do visit the site whenever you can to see what’s new. A change 

occurs on average every two days. Do tell me what you’d like to see on there if you 

feel there’s a missing feature. I welcome criticism and enjoy the banter over my 

occasional spelling gaphes. Thank you and keep clicking. A B 
 

 
 

http://www.kendalbeekeepers.com/


 
 

There is a small meditation group in 

Kendal that meets once a week. They 

were using an oil based candle as a 

centrepiece. Andy generously supplied a 

local beeswax version to replace it with. 

The beauty and form of the light source 

is clear for all to see. 
 
 


