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Kendal and South Westmorland Beekeepers Association Newsletter 

I was sent a ‘Facebook video’ of honey being produced using poor practice. It 

prompted me to look up 'honey' in the archives of the Ethical Consumer magazine. 

As I think I have said before, they take each company and rigorously assess it 

against a whole variety of factors and give it an ‘ethical’ score out of 20. At the top 

of the table, with 17, is a small company called ‘Equal Exchange’ based in 

Sunderland. In the report it stated that ‘Equal Exchange' only source organic honey 

and that its beekeepers did not partake in practices such as wing clipping, artificial 

insemination or killing of drone broods. It also stated that their beekeepers ensured 

that enough honey was left in the hive for the bees. Rowse honey scores 7.5, Gales 

honey scores 5.5, then right at the bottom of the table, was the honey from Asda, 

which scored zero. They score zero for just about all of the products they sell. Some 

of the judgements may seem a bit obscure. In November 2015, for example, it was 

reported on the New York Daily News website that Walmart (Asda’s parent 

company) had spent nearly six years and more than $1 million battling against a 

$7,000 fine and federal citation over the death of a security guard who was trampled 

to death on Black Friday in 2008 when the doors of the shop opened. This may seem 

an issue unconnected to bee welfare, but then, if you worked for a retailer, you 

would expect them to protect you from being killed in the rush to buy your new 

season crop, and certainly lose a point for not doing so. Phil 
 



Pandemic Bee Club – Crosthwaite Primary School 

The School Bee Club is a tricky affair for one person, gusting two, to manage. As it 

turns out a Pandemic lockdown doesn’t improve it much either. I've found that I’ve 

been busier than ever. However, we have managed to do videos (YouTube* and 

Google Classroom) with the Head Teacher (Matthew Jessop). These sessions were 

recorded and sent to the school’s hi-tech Google Classroom on-line drive. All 

available to see on links from the Crosthwaite Bee Club Blog: 

[www.kendalbeekeepers.com/crosthwaite-primary-school-bee-club]. This has meant 

that we can keep the club members up to date with inspections and developments in 

the observation hive and the apiary. This 

year, as we have acquired a few more 

swarms and splits, we have found that 

the school apiary was getting a bit 

cramped. So, with some planks and posts 

kindly donated from George, a local 

farmer, we expanded the apiary to twice 

its previous size. Freshly strimmed, with 

two new stands and a green netting 

screening it looks very professional and 

smart now. The screening helps to keep 

the lambs from entering it and nudging 

the hives, as they are wont to do. So, when we did finally get the go ahead to resume 

inspections with the little ones for one last time before the end of the Summer Term 

it was such a blessing. They stayed in their ‘bubbles’ and we ran three lots of three, 

predominantly inspecting the new colonies. They have such good memories of 

beekeeping despite being away from the 

bees since March. They made me proud. 

Sadly, as the academic year ends, we’ll 

lose four of them as they progress to 

secondary school. We didn’t manage to 

get them to apply for their BBKA Junior 

Certificate sadly, as the exams were all 

cancelled. There have been discussions 

to try to run after-school sessions for the 

leavers next year, however. All of which 

returns me to the tricky business of 

running the Club virtually solo. So, if I may, I’d like to use this opportunity to ask if 

there’s any of our members that fancy helping out. The more the merrier. If it sounds 

like something you’d enjoy, and it really is one of the most rewarding experiences 

I’ve had, then please do get in touch. 

On another topic, the K&SWBKA are trying to get a first meeting together, as a 

social more than anything. We are offering the school as the venue. Andy 

http://www.kendalbeekeepers.com/crosthwaite-primary-school-bee-club


 
 

I had some good wildlife encounters yesterday. It started with seeing the resident 

sparrowhawk fledgling in the back garden, followed by a male and female bullfinch 

right outside the backdoor over breakfast. Then a woodwasp landed right by me as I 

leaned against the shed mid-morning. To finish the day off, we both watched a 

hedgehog drop past for a drink out of a bowl seen from the kitchen window. Phil 



Queen Rearing 

With plenty of honey in buckets, and little chance of doorstep sales due to lockdown, 

I thought this season I would concentrate on making bees - rearing queens and 

ultimately making up nucs. New colonies from my kindest and most productive 

queen mothers, of course. As in all beekeeping practices, there are many ways to 

achieve the same results. Here is what I do… Once there are sufficient drones in the 

air, it is time to begin. I make up a queenless starter box and add extra frames of 

sealed brood until it is very strong with masses of young bees just waiting to feed 

my introduced larvae. I ‘graft’ the tiny, less than day old larvae into Nicot cell cups 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(head torch and reading glasses essential!). The nurse bees are straight on them and 

feed them well. The sealed cells remain in the colony until just before the new 

queens emerge. Careful timing is needed at this stage as otherwise the first virgin out 

would kill all the others. I then remove the cells from the starter/finisher colony and 

put them in individual ‘hair roller’ cages in the incubator. Once they have safely 

emerged there, I check and mark the queens. The queens then go into Apidea boxes 

with a scoop of wet bees on top. The young 

bees are shaken from supers -mixed up from at 

least three colonies to prevent fighting. The 

bees in these mini mating nucs quickly bond 

over drawing out the thin strips of foundation, 

and given good weather it seems to take very 

little time to get the new queens mated. The 

new queens stay in the Apideas to mature for a 

time until brood is sealed and can be assessed. 

Keeping bees is fascinating throughout, but rearing your own new queens certainly 

has to be one of the best parts… Chris  



No lockdown for bees .... news from a swarm collector 

I’ve had a quiet time collecting bees. I guess it has been generally less swarmy than 

last year. Of course, I took a good number of calls in May about bumble bees, 

mostly of the tree variety which seem to be prospering – particularly in the Heron 

Hill area of Kendal. I manage to avoid going out to 

these because callers seem quite good at messaging me 

with an identifying photo. So my first, and only call out 

to a true  honey bee swarm from a member of the 

public was on 24th June. One of the hottest days. It was 

on a low wall by a carpark just off Captain French 

Lane. I had to trim a bit of buddleia and valerian before 

I was able to sweep them into the basket I use for a 

skep. It was so warm and light that there were still 

many flying bees when we collected it after 10.00pm. 

Having lost my two colonies over winter I made no 

effort to discover from whose apiary it may have 

emerged and was pleased to keep it. It was so large that 

I gave it a double brood chamber. The queen – dark and 

unmarked – was champion and soon filled the top 

chamber with brood and then started on the lower one. 

Three weeks later I was called out by a fellow beekeeper, in his first year, to assist 

with collecting a swarm that had emerged from his apiary. This involved cutting our 

way into the centre of a vigorous willow bush and required a steady ladder for 

access. A good shake managed to dislodge most of the cluster and what missed the 

basket were caught on a sheeted board beneath. This 

time the weather and daylight were steadily 

deteriorating. A number of bees remained convinced 

that the branch was still their home, despite the calls 

from their sisters around the basket. So it was sawn 

off, shaken and disposed of as a final solution. By 

the time the bees had settled into the basket, then 

thrown into their brand-new home, close by their 

former residence, it was beginning to rain steadily. 

The latest report is that they had settled well, but 

that a cast had duly emerged from the original 

colony. I was pleased that another of our number 

was glad to collect it to re-establish his own 

apiary. Not all stories end so well. There was a 

further call out in Kendal which swarm collector 

Eifion attended. This time the nest was in the roof space of a bay window and were 

honey bees. It was well established. Not within our job description to help in that 

case. Granville  

There has been a reminder from Nadia that everyone can participate in the Honey 

Monitoring Scheme: https://honey-monitoring.ac.uk/ Thanks 

https://honey-monitoring.ac.uk/


Lockdown in Clapham, just John, Jack, me, and a few hundred bees. 

Thanks to a healthy nucleus of new bees from Nicky and Ken last autumn, I am still 

spending special time down the bottom of the garden. With 10 hot dry weeks at the 

beginning of lockdown, there was plenty of time to scrub all things bees, especially 

to get rid of the pheromone left by the wasps on the hive they decimated last 

autumn! To add insult to injury, there was the makings of a wasp nest in the roof of 

that hive. Wasps this season have nested in the roof of our porch, so I ensured that 

was eliminated. I do now have a new fancy wasp trap made for me by a friend in 

Clapham, copying the design from Ken. Wyn has added two rather useful sliding 

doors. Good for adjusting the size of the opening to the hive, and handy when 

having to close the bees in, in preparation for the docks to be sprayed in a field 

nearby this week. (Easier than putting on gaffa tape late at night when the midges 

are hungry!) We have done a LOT of gardening. One of the projects has been to 

clear an area for a wildflower patch. It has been very pretty, and has attracted a 

number of bees, especially in the mornings. I am still trying to clear couch grass 

from another area to create a perennial wildflower area – less mowing is the 

objective – and to feed the bees. The blessed rabbits have been burrowing under the 

ash on the boundary, and as Jack is partial to rabbit, he is digging madly from our 

side to help them in! On several occasions, thinking I am alone with my bees, a 

rabbit or two speeds by in front of the hives with one Jack Russell in hot pursuit. 

Jack has been reasonably successful but rabbits breed faster than Jack can eat them. 

Rabbits are in a league with wasps – better elsewhere! 

In 2012, John parted ways with a ladder, and smashed his right femur into 6 bits. He 

was taken to Preston by the air ambulance. On board was a BBC film crew – and 

when the event was aired on tv, the opening remarks were about how isolated we 

are! Crazy really, as there has always been a distant sound of the A65, about half a 

mile away as the crow flies. With Lockdown however, we have felt alone – 

wonderfully so. The only sound has been wildlife. The owl was out during the day 

for a while, and her calls were beautiful. Other birds seems to have sung more as 

well. Growing up in South Africa, my mother was put under house arrest for 3 years, 

when I was about 4 or 5. I have thought quite a bit about it as a result of Covid-19, 

and really, our lockdown has not been bad! At least we have been out for walks, 

made friends with the bin men with their weekly visit, and the weather perfect. Just a 

shame the last few weeks has been so wet however. All those supers I had eyed up 

for a bit of honey have been consumed by deserving bees. Maybe next year…  

            Diane  

Get Cumbria Buzzing Over Lockdown I signed up to a project called ‘Get Cumbria 

Buzzing’. It is a three year project to help to reverse the decline in pollinators across 

Cumbria. It is being delivered by Cumbria Wildlife Trust. The project asks 

participants to take photographs of the insects in your own garden or on walks around 

the Cumbrian countryside and these photographs are then uploaded to the project site 

via an App called iNaturalist. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed looking out for bumblebees, 

beetles, hoverflies, butterflies and moths and have learnt a lot about the diversity of 

the insect population in my area throughout this process. For more about the project 

visit cumbriawildlifetrust.org.uk/getcumbriabuzzing Alison 

http://cumbriawildlifetrust.org.uk/getcumbriabuzzing


 
 

Bees, Bees!! Why do we do it? - A cautionary tale by Rob (a beekeeper’s husband)

 Ah, the pleasure of returning home after a long drive from 

the south. How about a welcome cup of tea, followed by a gentle stroll around the 

garden to see how the flowers and vegetables have fared while we were away, and 

then a well-earned rest to soothe the cares of the travel away. But wait! .... what is that 

roaring sound high up in the rowan? No….NO!...NOOO!!….not a swarm? Please, 

not a swarm…….…it’s a swarm……but….NO, IT’S NOT…… IT’S THREE 

SWARMS!!!! Bang goes our gentle restful evening. I am soon up a ladder with a 

saw, gently hacking through the high branch with the first huge swarm hanging from 

it, while Jane is dancing beneath with a big cardboard box, ready to catch the 

tumbling mass! Success!! Jane dives like a 

hardened English wicketkeeper and 

gracefully fields the writhing mass of bee- 

hood, and we hope the queen is somewhere 

in the vast and slightly angry hoard! We tip 

the swarm onto a large cardboard sheet in 

front of a nucleus box, and marvel at the way 

they all steadily walk up into their new 

temporary home. Truly, one of the magical 

wonders of Nature! Three hours later we 

tumble exhausted into bed, satisfied that at 

least two of the swarms are safely re-homed in nucleus boxes, where we will dream 

of honey and wax and candles, and the pleasure of sharing Nature’s bee-bounty with 

our friends. Ah, that’s why we do it…. Rob  
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Thanks to all those who have 

contributed to this edition of PW : 

Alison, Chris, Granville, Andy, 

Diane, Jacqui, and Rob. These last 

few photos show some of the 

wildflowers that a number of us have 

been planting, and a solitary bee 

observation box at Heron Hill 

(Jacqui's photos), and one of the 

range of pollinators that are still 

likely to turn up, a 'common' flower 

fly, Syrphus ribesii. (Alison's photo). 
 

 


